
RELIGION, PHILOSOPHY 
AND ETHICS

Week 1
Getting to grips with RPE  

You should spend approximately 3 hours on this task

During this task you are going to get more familiar with what is involved in the course and start to think 
about the skills and knowledge that are required. Religion, Philosophy and Ethics at Bede Sixth Form 
follows the OCR Religious Studies specification, which allows us to look at:

Philosophical issues, such as: 

1. ‘Why is there something rather than nothing?’ 
2. ‘Does God exist?’ 
3. ‘Why is there evil in the world?’ 

Ethical issues, such as: 

1. ‘Do businesses have a duty to protect the environment?’ 
2. ‘Should sexual activity be legislated by law?’ 
3. ‘Is it ever right to kill a person?’ 

and Theological issues such as: 

1. ‘Is the Christian church responsible for the mistreatment of women’? 
2. ‘Does Christianity have a place in modern Britain?’ 
3. ‘Is there such a thing as the afterlife?’ 

Firstly, watch this video to help you understand what philosophy is. You should make notes during the 
video.

What is Philosophy? (Crash Course)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1A_CAkYt3GY

Secondly, pick one of the bullet point questions above and conduct research into what the different 
arguments are. You should pick the question that you are most interested in. Note down your findings in a 
word document or mind map. 

Teacher name: Tamara Pierce
Email address: tamara.pierce@stockton.ac.ukExam board: OCR

Religion, Philosophy and Ethics is a great subject to help you build a wide range of skills, 
including improving your skills as a writer, speaker and thinker. In this subject you will learn how to 
think rather than what to think. This plan is designed to give you a flavour of what A level Religion, 
Philosophy and Ethics is all about. The activities will introduce you to some core philosophical, 
ethical and theological concepts and events, to aid your understanding of the course ready for 
sixth form. 

RELIGION   PHILOSOPHY 
AND ETHICS



Week 2
Key Terminology

You should spend approximately 3 hours on this task

During this course you will be introduced a range of new terminology. Get a head start by researching the 
terms and finding out their definitions. You can use the internet to help you with this.

Term Definition

1.  Logic

2. Epistemology

3. Metaphysics

4. Ethics

5. Validity

6. Syllogism

7. Major premise



Term Definition

8.  Minor premise

9. A priori

10. A posteriori

11. Sense experience

12. Predicate

13. Tautology

14. Empiricism

15. Cosmological



Term Definition

16. Ontological

17. Teleological

18. Logical fallacy

19. Normative ethics

20. Applied ethics

21. Meta-ethics

22. Emotivism

23. Subjectivism



Term Definition

24. Natural Law

25. Existentialism

26. Teleological 
theories

27. Deontological 
theories

28. Relativist theory

Week 3
Learning how to argue and developing critical thinking skills

You should spend approximately 3 hours on this task

A key part of being a good RPE student is being able to debate. A key part of this skill is developing 
your critical thinking. Watch the two videos below to help you begin to think about how we can create a 
successful argument:

https://youtu.be/NKEhdsnKKHs

https://youtu.be/-wrCpLJ1XAw

Now we will put these skills into practice:

Watch this documentary which looks at reincarnation:
‘Barra Boy’ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nhGX1YCsvAM



Then answer the questions below. Try and use the skills that you learned in the crash course videos.

1. Do you think the story provides convincing evidence for reincarnation? Why, or why not? 

2. What do you think counts as ‘convincing evidence’ for life after death (e.g. scripture, near death 
experiences, nothing)? 

3. Read the accounts in the gospels of the resurrection of Jesus (you could use biblegateway.com 
if you don’t have a Bible at home) 

Matthew 28:1 – 10

Mark 16: 1 – 8

Luke 24: 1 – 10

John 20: 1 – 18

4. Do you find these stories convincing? Why, or why not?

5. Do you think the stories contradict each other, or are they just told from different points of view, 
in your opinion? What might account for the differences and the similarities between the stories?

Week 4
Key Scholar Research

You should spend approximately 3 hours on this task

In RPE you will be introduced to many scholars to support arguments you make in your essays. This task 
will introduce you to some of the key thinkers that we will be looking at. During this task you will be also 
developing research skills which are essential to success in this course.

The BBC has podcasts which can help with this task:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01f0vzr



Pick one of the scholars below to research:

• Plato

• Aristotle

• St Augustine 

• St Thomas Aquinas 

• Richard Swinburne

• Mary Daly 

• Joseph Fletcher 

• Jeremy Bentham

You should research this scholar using the podcasts above and the internet. Create a leaflet/poster/
PowerPoint/word document about your chosen scholar. This needs to be one page of A4 typed or hand-
written work. 

In this you need to make sure you have completed the following success criteria:

• When were they alive?

• What key books did they write?

• What key issues did they write about?

• Are there any key quotes?

• Challenge Yourself: Do you find their work convincing? 

Reading List

• P. Vardy, The Puzzle of God
• P. Vardy, The Puzzle of Ethics 
• P. Vardy, The Puzzle of Christianity
• A. McGrath, Christian Theology
• L. Ahluwalia, Oxford A Level Religious Studies for OCR (course textbook)
• H. Campbell, M. Wilkinson, M. Wilcockson, OCR Religious Studies A Level and Year 1 As (course 

textbook)
• A Profile on Pope Francis: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-21777141 
• Secularism in Britain: https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/jul/11/uk-secularism-on-rise-as-more-

than-half-say-they-have-no-religion
• The Legalities and ethics of euthanasia: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-leicestershire- 

51837337?intlink_from_url=https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/topics/cljev4r3zgxt /euthanasia-and-assisted-
dying&link_location=live-reporting-story 

• The Church and sexual ethics: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-18321830



Things to watch 

• Crash Course Philosophy, https://www.youtube.com/
playlist?list=PL8dPuuaLjXtNgK6MZucdYldNkMybYIHKR

• Closer to truth
• https://www.closertotruth.com/
• Philosophy According to Eddie https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=kony59kkDNE&list=PLGCa2kw07x09m5VrQX6mYhUEh0vZdW9Ly
• Ethics according to Eddie https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=F2usXntNzDk&list=PLGCa2kw07x08GKERZIKNVuB_GvtgoOtCR
• The History of Christianity https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TG55ErfdaeY

Things to listen to

• The Panpsycast- https://thepanpsycast.com/home
• BBC Sounds 
• https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01f0vzr?page=1
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